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more honourable to benefit friends than strangers, the good
man must require some persons to receive his favours.
Whence it has even been asked, whether there is greater
need of friends in adversity or prosperity : as the man in ad-
versity wants some persons to benefit him, and those in pros-
perity want some persons whom they may benefit. And it is
perhaps absurd to make the happy man a solitary being j for
no one would choose to possess all goods by himself j since
man is a political animal, and formed by nature to associate :
this therefore is the case with the happy man ; for he pos-
sesses whatever is by nature a good. But it is evident that
it is better to pass our time with friends and good men, than
with strangers and ordinary persons. The happy man thereT
fore wants friends.

2. What then is the argument of the first-mentioned peoT
pie, and how far do they speak truth ? is it not that the ge-
nerality consider those only to be friends, who are useful*
The happy man will have no need of such friends as these,
since he is in possession of all goods 5 nor consequently those
who are friends for sake of the agreeable,, or only in a small
degree ; for his life being agreeable, does not require any
adventitious pleasure. But since he does not require such
friends as these, he has been thought not to require friends
at all. But this perhaps is not true; for it was stated at the
beginning that happiness is a kind of energy : and an energy
is evidently produced, not merely possessed, like any pro-
perty. And if happiness consists in living and energizing,
and the energy of the good man is good and pleasant in itself,
as was stated at the beginning; and if that which peculiarly
belongs to us is amongst the number of pleasant things, and
we can observe others better than ourselves, and their actions
better than our own, then the actions of good men, when
they are their friends, are pleasant to the good; for both
possess what is naturally pleasant: and consequently the
happy man will want such friends as these, if his principle is
to observe actions which are good, and peculiarly his own.
But such are the actions of the good man, when he is his
friend.